Starting Monday, November 9, 2009, the Fundacién/Coleccion Jumex 1s
proud to present the Michel Blancsubé-curated exhibition Les enfants terribles.

The show features over sixty pieces by thirty-two international artists in a wide
range of media, many of which have never before been displayed in Mexico.

Playing with the selected pieces’ scale and resorting to an
intricate exhibition design—including narrow hallways
leading to wide-open galleries—the curatorial project
behind Les enfants terribles tries to re-instill in us the feeling
of smallness we had as children facing a world built on a
scale meant for adults. The space also attempts to remind
viewers that, before we grew up, became responsible and
learned to follow socially established norms, we brazenly

defied authority and rules in pursuit of our own enjoyment.

The exhibition takes its title from Jean Cocteau’s 1929
novel of the same name. For the exhibition, curator Michel
Blancsubé set up dialogues between the pieces in order
to create an overarching narrative: “Some pieces always
have important historical or political baggage, but this
was not the exhibition’s main focus. Indeed, the show’s
primary concern is expressed by its title, Les enfants terribles,
which, in my mind, is not merely politically confrontational
or rebellious, but rather much more open-ended. It’s
about recreating the impression you have as a child that
everything around you is incredibly big; it’s also about not
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respecting, not accepting things the way they are.”

The pieces featured in the exhibition are noteworthy
due to the quality of their craftsmanship, but also because
of their sometimes enormous scale—for instance, Eric
Wesley’s Robe (2007), Urs Ficher’s abyss/debauched oratorio/
roadshow/abyss (2007), and especially Piero Golia’s Bus
(2008). This indeed represented a major a challenge to
the exhibition design team at La Coleccién Jumex.

Les enfants terribles brings together the work of artists
such as Francis Alys, Inaki Bonillas, Mathieu Briand,
Fernando Carabajal, Francisco Castro Lenero, Martin
Creed, Minerva Cuevas, Gino De Dominicis, Sebastian
Diaz Morales, Urs Fischer, Tom Friedman, Renato
Garza Cervera, Piero Golia, Daniel Guzman, Mark
Handforth, Jeppe Hein, Jonathan Hernandez, Luisa
Lambri, Gonzalo Lebrija, Sol LeWitt, Richard Long,
Robert Longo, Sebastian Rodriguez Romo, Thomas
Ruff, Jim Shaw, Gary Simmons, Rudolf Stingel,
Hiroshi Sugimoto, Mungo Thomson, Wolfgang
Tillmans, Eric Wesley and Richard Wright.
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About Michel Blancsubé

Michel Blancsubé was born in Vanves, France, in 1958.
He was assistant curator at Marseille’s Contemporary Art
Museum from 1996 to 2001—the year he took charge of
the Registrar’s department at the Fundacién/Coleccion
Jumex headquarters in Ecatepec. He has curated the
exhibitions Esquiador en el fondo de un pozo (2006),
Entre patio y jardin (2007), Yaq (2007), Schweiz tiber
alles (2008), El norte del sur (2008) and In Memoriam:
Albert Hofmann (2008).

Les enfants terribles
November 6, 2009 through April, 2010

Gallery visits Monday through Friday from 10 am to 5 pm
+52(55) 5775 8188 /info@lacoleccionjumex.org

For further information please contact
Mariana Huerta Lledias

577581 88 ext.116
difusion@lacoleccionjumex.org
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Francis Alys
Image from "Le Temps du Sommeil"
(dog biting man), 1998
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